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Gladys Deacon- later called Gladys Duchess of Marlborough- was an eccentric socialite from the

Gilded Age, who in later life is notable for her complete seclusion from society. A renowned beauty,

Gladys captivated high society and set her sights on marrying into royalty- which, eventually, she

did. But she was unstable, unhappy and erratic; after her husband died, she became a complete

recluse, refusing to talk to anybody, to the point of lowering her housekeeper a key on a piece of

string through an upstairs window whenever she needed to clean.
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The title of this book and brief description of it pulled me in. I knew in advance it was very short, but

hoped it would give interesting details about this woman, since she was considered highly eccentric

and madness ran in her family.Except for the mention of a failed nose job, and her lowering the key

to her housekeeper from an upstairs window--there are no other eccentricities mentioned; and the

details regarding her later insanity are not given at all.

Having never heard of Gladys Deacon, I found this brief account of her life quite interesting. Her



story is a sad and lonely one, but she managed to achieve some fame in her life.

I have read more comprehensible stories that were tied together with yarn and submitted by

second-graders. Did something go wrong in the assembly/editing process?

The book is about 20 pages long! It's more of a pamphlet, very disappointing!
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